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Elementary School







Elementary School - Grades 1-5
10 Classrooms and Cafeteria

Write down how many students 
you think attend the school.





9 students and 4 teachers



















The following excerpt by Cloe Sang-Hun in her New York Times article, As 
South Korean Villages Empty, More Primary Schools Face Closings,” details 
the reality for many of the small towns and villages across South Korea:

“Villages around here have no more 
children to send,” the school’s only 
teacher, Lee Sung-kyun, said 
recently, looking over an empty, 
weed-filled playground surrounded 
by old cherry trees. “Young people 
have all gone to cities to find work 
and get married there.”

















Hye-Min Park is 16 and lives in the affluent Seoul district 
of Gangnam, made famous by the pop star Psy. Her day 
is typical of that of the majority of South Korean 
teenagers.

She rises at 6.30am, is at school by 8am, finishes at 
4pm, (or 5pm if she has a club), then pops back home to 
eat.

She then takes a bus to her second school shift of the 
day, at a private crammer or hagwon, where she has 
lessons from 6pm until 9pm.

She spends another two hours in what she calls self-
study back at school, before arriving home after 11pm. 
She goes to bed at 2am, and rises in the morning at 
6.30am to do it all over again.





Review student understanding of population pyramids 
before constructing population pyramids of South Korea.



Describe and explain the three basic shapes 
for population pyramids (age-sex graphs).

Triangular 
Shape

Rectangular 
Shape

Vase 
Shape



Developing 
Country

Developed 
Country

Developed 
Country

Three basic shapes for Population Pyramids
Triangular Shape
Broad at the base 

indicating high birth rates. 
Narrow at the top 

indicating high death rates 
and a low life expectancy.

Rectangular Shape
A stable population growth 

rate with a high life 
expectancy, e.g., the 

number of 5 year olds is the 
same as 55 year olds. 

Vase Shape
Narrow at the base 

indicating low birth rates 
that continue to decline. 
Broad at top indicating a 

high old age dependency.

Philippines New Zealand Japan

Rapid 
Population 

Growth

Slow to 
Little 

Population 
Growth

Negative 
Population 

Growth







<1917
1918-1922
1923-1927
1928-1932
1933-1937
1938-1942
1943-1947
1948-1952
1953-1957
1958-1962
1963-1967
1968-1972
1973-1977
1978-1982
1983-1987
1988-1992
1993-1997
1998-2002
2003-2007
2008-2012
2013-2017



Why is there a highest percentage of 
women between the ages of 50-84 

than men between the ages of 50-84?
Japan’s Population Pyramid for 1995 A. Women have a higher 

life expectancy.

B. More women survived 
World War I and II.

C. There is a preference 
for female babies over 
male babies.

D. Both A and B.

E. None of the above.



Year Born
<1885

1896-1900
1901-1905
1906-1910
1911-1915
1916-1920
1921-1925
1926-1930
1931-1935
1936-1940
1941-1945
1946-1950
1951-1955
1956-1960
1961-1965
1966-1970
1971-1975
1976-1980
1981-1985
1986-1990
1991-1995

2

3

4

1

What is main reason(s) for each of 
the cohort percentages (1-4)? 

More men died during World 
War II than women, and 
women live longer than men.

Baby Boom after World War 
II ended (1945).

Echo Boom where the 
children born after World 
War II are not having 
children.

Declining Birth Rate



Describe how South Korea’s population pyramid in 1958 is different from the population pyramid in 2018.

Explain how the population pyramid is projected to look by 2045.

South Korea 1958 South Korea 2018 South Korea 2045

Year Sex 0-4 5-9 10-14 15-19 20-24 25-29 30-34 35-39 40-44 45-49 50-54 55-59 60-64 65-69 70-74 75-79 80-84 85-89 90-94 95-99 100+

1958
Male 7.4% 7.2% 6.0% 5.5% 4.7% 3.3% 2.9% 2.8% 2.4% 2.2% 1.8% 1.3% 1.0% 0.7% 0.5% 0.2% 0.1% — — — —

Female 7.1% 6.8% 5.4% 4.9% 4.6% 3.9% 3.3% 2.9% 2.4% 2.1% 1.7% 1.4% 1.2% 0.9% 0.6% 0.3% 0.2% — — — —

2018
Male 2.3% 2.3% 2.4% 3.0% 3.7% 3.5% 3.6% 3.8% 4.1% 4.2% 4.1% 3.8% 3.0% 2.1% 1.6% 1.2% 0.7% 0.3% 0.1% 0.0% 0.0%

Female 2.2% 2.2% 2.2% 2.8% 3.3% 3.1% 3.4% 3.7% 4.0% 4.2% 4.1% 3.9% 3.1% 2.3% 1.9% 1.7% 1.2% 0.6% 0.3% 0.1% 0.0%

2045
Male 1.9% 2.0% 2.2% 2.4% 2.4% 2.4% 2.4% 2.4% 2.6% 3.4% 3.6% 3.3% 3.5% 3.5% 3.6% 3.1% 2.5% 1.5% 0.5% 0.1% 0.0%

Female 1.8% 1.9% 2.1% 2.2% 2.2% 2.3% 2.3% 2.3% 2.4% 3.1% 3.3% 3.0% 3.5% 3.6% 3.9% 3.3% 3.3% 2.4% 1.1% 0.4% 0.1%

Cohort
%

South Kore’s Population Pyramids in 1958, 2018, and 2045                            Student Name:______________________________________________________
Directions: Use the statistics below to construct the three population pyramids for South Korea in 1958, 2018, and 2045. Answer the questions below after constructing the 
three population pyramid graphs.

Male Female Male Female Male Female



Constructing a 
Population Pyramid 

for South Korea
• Color in starting in the 

middle at 0 going right 
for females and left for 
males. 

• Use a blue color for the 
males and a pink/red 
color for the females. 

• Use the statistics at the 
bottom of the slide to 
determine the correct 
percentage for each of 
the cohorts (age 
groups), e.g, males 
ages 0-4 is 7.4% of the 
overall population.



2018 20451958

Describe how South Korea’s population pyramid in 1958 
is different from the population pyramid in 2018.

Explain how the population pyramid is projected to look 
by 2045.

South Korea’s Population Change 
(1958 to 2045)

0-24 cohorts and 50+ cohorts

declining youth population and increasing elderly population

ANSWERS



South Korea 1958
1958 was the last year in South Korea when the 0-4 cohort was the highest among all 

other charts at 7.4% for males and 7.1% for females.



South Korea 2018
2018 is the current population pyramid for South Korea.



South Korea 2045
2045 potentially will be the first year in South Korea when the 0-4 cohort will be below 

2.0% with 1.9% for males and 1.8% for females.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=joSuXGzg8c0



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=joSuXGzg8c0



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=joSuXGzg8c0

Korea’s Working Population Shrinking Fast
Questions

1. How does South Korea’s fertility rate compare to 
other countries in the world?
2. What is happening to South Korea’s working class 
population?
3. Describe how South Korea’s demographics are 
projected to change between 2017-2037 for 20’s-50’s 
and Over 60.
4. What are the consequences of a declining working 
class population?
5. Explain how the term “demographic time bomb” 
relates to South Korea.



Enrichment Activity Writing Prompt
One issue that contributes to the low 
fertility rate is the recent problem of high 
youth unemployment. Many college 
graduates are unable to find employment in 
the large conglomerates in South Korea, 
and as a result of them not being able to 
find their “dream job” many delay marriage 
and having a family due to not being 
financially stable. Discuss possible 
solutions to this issue in South Korea.



Enrichment Activity Source #1
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/videos/south-korea-

grapples-with-record-high-youth-unemployment-9849878



Enrichment Activity Source #2
https://www.npr.org/sections/parallels/2017/05/28/530153288/south-
korean-youth-struggle-to-find-jobs-after-years-of-studying-for-tests
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BRAINSTORMING ACTIVITY
——————————————
Write down as many solutions 

you can think of that South 
Korea’s government could 

implement to help increase its 
low fertility rates.

















https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6vCthCecq-0



Korea’s Ultra-Low Birth Rate: Causes and Solutions
Questions

1. What is a “demographic cliff?”
2. What has happened to South Korea’s fertility rate? How does it 
compare to other countries around the world? Developed 
countries?
3. What were the three parts of the Master Plan to increase fertility? 
4. What are the criticisms on the reality of these government 
polices to increase fertility rates?
5. Why did the mother return to work after the birth of her child? 
6. Discuss how the work life in South Korea negatively impacts the 
fertility rate.
7. What can be done to improve a work-life balance?
8. How does job security impact fertility rates in South Korea?
9. Why is improving the low fertility rate important to South Korea’s 
economy?
10.  What from the video do you believe is the best solution to help 
increase the low fertility rate?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6vCthCecq-0



http://www.koreaherald.com/view.php?ud=20160825000693
Korea Prepares Emergency Measures to Bolster Birthrate



http://www.koreaherald.com/view.php?ud=20160825000693



http://www.koreaherald.com/view.php?ud=20160825000693



http://www.koreaherald.com/view.php?ud=20160825000693

Korea Prepares Emergency Measures to Bolster Birthrate
Questions

1. What are state subsidies? List an example.
2. What has happened to the number of newborns in South 
Korea?
3. Describe the paternity leave measures.
4. What are the benefits for couples that have three or more 
children?
5. What can the business leaders do to help with encouraging 
couples to have children?



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=32GTZ6-bUZM



South Korea’s Declining Birth Rate
Questions

1. What concerns do many women have about having children?
2. What is South Korea’s “birth strike?” Why is it occurring?
3. List three obstacles facing South Korean women that 
contribute to them not having children.
4. How do some “traditionalists” react to many women’s 
reluctance to have children?
5. How much money has the South Korean government spent 
over the past ten years to boost the fertility rate?
6. What reason does Yoon Kim give as to why women are not 
having children?
7. How is making “men part of the solution” a good move by the 
South Korean government? 
8. Why was the Adeulbawi Rock (Son Rock) used as an example 
in the video?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=32GTZ6-bUZM



Student Handout:
Potential Solutions to Low Fertility Rates





Criteria for Population Poster
1. The poster should reflect the current population 
concerns for one of the following: Japan, 
Singapore, South Korea, or Taiwan.
2. The poster should have a minimum of one 
photo and text explaining the photo.
3. The poster should be a pro-natal poster, 
meaning it is promoting an increase in the total 
number of births.
4. The poster should include text large enough to 
read and limited in amount as to not overwhelm 
the reader.
5. Provide sources and your name on the back of 
the poster.





How well did these examples 
follow the criteria?

Main criticism: Too much text on the first two examples.



도움

SOUTH KOREANS NEED MORE BABIES!
The sound of a baby’s cry seems rare nowadays in South Korea. 

South Korea’s youth population falls to under 10 million for the first time in decades.
Source: http://www.educationkorea.net/low-birthrate-in-south-korea-cause-solutions

Help!

…I need a baby brother or sister.
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After viewing the following slides how would 
you describe life in Singapore: Culture, 

Housing, Religion, Food, and Language?

































http://aas2.asian-studies.org/EAA/EAA-Archives/22/2/1494.pdf



http://aas2.asian-studies.org/EAA/EAA-Archives/22/2/1494.pdf



http://aas2.asian-studies.org/EAA/EAA-Archives/22/2/1494.pdf



Top Ten Things to Know about Singapore in the 21st Century
Summaries

Write 2-3 sentence summaries for each of the ten things to 
know about Singapore.
1. Many Names of Singapore
2. Britain’s Crown Colony to “Unsinkable” Fortress
3. Internal Independence, the Malay Federation, and National 
Independence
4. From Mudflats to Metropolis
5. Third World to First
6. Total Defense
7. Regardless of Race, Language, or Religion
8. Confucian Meritocracy
9. An Ideology of Pragmatism
10. Odd Honest Kid on the Block

http://aas2.asian-studies.org/EAA/EAA-Archives/22/2/1494.pdf



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4yfbzFyqt_8

Discuss the purpose of the commercial. It is effective?



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tMlBMjaijdE

Discuss the purpose of the commercial. It is effective?



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NRhg-oDbz18



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NRhg-oDbz18

Singapore’s Population Growth Incentives
Questions

1. When did Singapore last achieve its fertility 
replacement level of 2.1?
2. What are the effects of low population growth for 
Singapore?
3. What has the government done to try to increase 
the birth rate? List four examples.
4. Discuss if these government measures are 
effective.
5. What impact does work have on the low birth 
rates?
6. What is one way Singapore might achieve a work-
life balance?



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pGWp8dFxNSQ



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pGWp8dFxNSQ

On How Singapore is Increasing its Birth Rate
Questions

1. What does Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong say about 
Singapore’s birth rate?
2. According to the Prime Minister what are some of the 
things Singapore can do to improve its birth rate?
3. How does the Prime Minister describes the 
populations of cities?
4. What does the Prime Minister say about “outside 
talent?”
5. What is the “balance” the Prime Minister is referring 
to at the end of the video?



Singapore’s 
Population

Student Website Activity
http://www.population.sg/portals/0/infogra

phics/index.html#.WqAED2a-KHq
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Population Posters Before the 1990’s

What were the purposes of the posters?



https://www.populationpyramid.net



1. Go to the website www.populationpyramid.net.
2. Click on the drop down arrow (    ) and select the country whose population pyramid you 
wish to see. As an alternative type the name of the country in the SEARCH box at the top.
3. Click on the -5, -1, +1, or +5 to the right of “YEAR” to see the population pyramids for 
the years before or after 2017.

The percentage 
for the males 

and females in 
each cohort is 
at the end of 

the color.
Move the 

cursor over the 
line to see the 

total population 
for each cohort.

3

2

Directions for using www.populationpyramid.net



Directions for using www.populationpyramid.net
After clicking on the downward arrow (   ) type “Korea” in the Search box 
and select “Republic of Korea.” This is the official name for South Korea.



Directions for using www.populationpyramid.net
After clicking on the downward arrow (   ) scroll down and select 
Singapore.



Singapore in 1958

Sketching Example



Singapore’s Changing Population Pyramids, 1958-2058     Student Name:_______________________________________
Directions: Using the website www.populaitonpyramid.net/singapore sketch out the population pyramid for each of the six years listed below. It is not necessary to be 
100% exact with your sketches. The purpose is to show how Singapore’s population pyramids have changed over the course of 100 years.

1958 1978 1998

2018 2038 2058



Singapore’s Changing Population Pyramids, 1958-2058     Student Name:_______________________________________
Directions: Using the website www.populaitonpyramid.net/singapore sketch out the population pyramid for each of the six years listed below. It is not necessary to be 
100% exact with your sketches. The purpose is to show how Singapore’s population pyramids have changed over the course of 100 years.

1958 1978 1998

2018 2038 2058



How has Singapore’s population 
changed from 1958 to 2018? Why 

have these changes occurred?

How is Singapore’s population 
projected to change from 2018 to 
2058? Discuss the consequences 

for these changes?

Singapore Population Pyramid’s 
Writing Assignment

















Singapore: Immigration and Changing Public Policies
Questions

1. What is Singapore’s history as it relates to immigration?
2. Describe the ethnic diversity found in Singapore.
3. How has immigration been different in Singapore when compared to counties 
like the United States, Canada, or Australia?
4. Since the 1990’s what type of immigrants has Singapore encouraged?
5. Describe the immigrants who are the “foreign talents.”
6. What was the catalyst for the Foreign Talent Policy?
7. How did Singapore go about attracting foreign talents?
8. Describe the immigrants who are the “foreign workers.”
9. What are the social and economic impacts for having a high number of foreign 
worker immigrants?
10. Describe five types of work done by the foreign workers.
11. Discuss how the foreign talents are treated differently than the foreign 
workers.
12. What are the attitudes toward immigrants in Singapore?
13. Explain what is meant by “Singapore for Singaporeans.” 
14. Why did Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong single out national identity as a factor 
in slowing the inflow of immigrants?
15. What has been the lasting impact of the communal riots in 1969?
16.  How important is immigrants to Singapore’s economic success?
17. Explain the last sentence of the article.
18. Explain the title of the article. What are the changing public policies? 
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What are the people in the photo doing?



https://www.efe.com/efe/english/life/japan-to-accept-more-
foreigners-as-caregivers-for-the-elderly/50000263-2521136



https://www.efe.com/efe/english/life/japan-to-accept-more-foreigners-
as-caregivers-for-the-elderly/50000263-2521136

Questions

1. Why is the Japanese 
Ministry of Health, Labor and 
Welfare preparing to increase 
the number of foreign 
caregivers? Where will the 
caregivers come from?

2. What is the future outlook 
for the number of labor in this 
sector?

3. Discuss issues with how 
some of the foreign workers 
have been treated.





https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GDyPwiVObzg



1- 0:00-4:00 - Introduction
1. Why are there few young people in the rural villages? Describe who lives in the villages.

Being Old in Rural Japan



2- 4:01-8:47 - Kikuchi Genichi, 93
2. Describe his poetry. 

Being Old in Rural Japan



3- 8:48-11:13 - Nishizawa Shimako, 84
3. What did the three women discuss?

Being Old in Rural Japan



4- 11:14-12:38 - “Active Ageing”
4. What is “active ageing?”

Being Old in Rural Japan



5- 12:39-13:43 - Kikuchi Genichi, 93
5. How does he describe his life?

Being Old in Rural Japan



6- 13:44-15:40 - Life in the Village / Food
6. Explain the importance of the bus? Why is it’s future threatened?

Being Old in Rural Japan



6- 13:44-15:40 - Life in the Village / Food
7. In what ways do they purchase food?

Being Old in Rural Japan



7- 15:41-17:37 - Driving (Kikuchi Genichi)
8. What do the elderly have to do to obtain a license to drive?

Being Old in Rural Japan



7- 15:41-17:37 - Driving (Kikuchi Genichi)
9. How do others know the driver is over 75?

Being Old in Rural Japan



7- 15:41-17:37 - Driving (Kikuchi Genichi)
10. When Kikuchi Genichi is driving around the village what information does he give 
about the village?

Being Old in Rural Japan



8- 17:38-19:07 - Agriculture
11. Describe what is grown in the village.

Being Old in Rural Japan



8- 17:38-19:07 - Agriculture
12. Describe the type of farming done by more of the elderly.

Being Old in Rural Japan



9- 19:08-24:47 - Children / Farming
13. When do some of the elderly’s children come to visit?

Being Old in Rural Japan



9- 19:08-24:47 - Children / Farming
14. Describe Nishizawa Shimako’s farming.

Being Old in Rural Japan



10- 24:48-27:03 - Shopping
15. How has shopping changed in the villages?

Being Old in Rural Japan



11- 27:04-30:18 - Gateball / Leisure Time / “Senior Citizens Association”
16. Describe gateball. How important is it to some of the villagers? 

Being Old in Rural Japan



11- 27:04-30:18 - Gateball / Leisure Time / “Senior Citizens Association”
17. List four examples the elderly do in their leisure time.

Being Old in Rural Japan



12- 30:19-33:24 - Municipality / Community Center
18. Describe three activities supported by the municipality and conducted at the 
community center.

Being Old in Rural Japan



Summary
19. How would you describe elderly life in rural Japan?
20. What are the future concerns for the elderly living in rural Japan?

Being Old in Rural Japan
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